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centralized management, well-trained teachers, im-
proved apparatus, discipline, hygiene, and other fea-
tures. We can, then, well understand the enthusiasm
for these new schools that is apparent in the utterances
and writings of statesmen, educators, and other per-
sons of the times that felt responsible for the training
of the people. One of the earliest and best known
estimates is that of the governor of New York, De
Witt Clinton, who in 1809 declared in his address at
the dedication of the new building of the Free School
Society: —
"When I perceive that many boys in our school have been
taught to read and write in two months, who did not before know
the alphabet, and that even one has accomplished it In three weeks
— when I view all the bearings and tendencies of this system —
when I contemplate the habits of order which it forms, the spirit
of emulation which it excites, the rapid improvement which it
produces, the purity of morals which it inculcates — when I behold
the extraordinary union of celerity in instruction and economy of
expense — and when I perceive one great assembly of a thousand
children, under the eye of a single teacher, marching with un-
exampled rapidity and with perfect discipline to the goal of knowl-
edge, I confess that I recognize in Lancaster the benefactor of the
human race. I consider his system as creating a new era in edu-
cation, as a blessing sent down from heaven to redeem the poor
and distressed of this world from the power and dominion of
ignorance." x
1 For Clinton's complete eulogy of the system adopted by the Free
School Society, of wTiich he was president, see Bourne, History of the
Public School Society of the City of New York, pp. 18-20.

